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by Dr. David Foster
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My 3 Imperatives

Because of who I am.

Because of whose I am.

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye 
are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's.”   (1 Corinthians 6:19-20, KJV)

I determine what I must do.

“Why do you call me, ʻLord, Lord,ʼ and do not do what I say?  As for 
everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into 
practice, I will show you what they are like.  They are like a man 
building a house, . . .” (Luke 6:46-49 NIV)

What Do You Do?

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother 
or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, 
ʻGo in peace; keep warm and well fed,ʼ but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is 
not accompanied by action, is dead.  But someone will say, ʻYou have 
faith; I have deeds.”  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show 
you my faith by my deeds.  You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that—and shudder.  You foolish person, do 
you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?  Was not our 
father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered 

his son Isaac on the altar?  You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he 
did. . . . so faith without deeds is dead.”  (James 2:14-26 NIV)

I am into growing up.

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  (Gal 5:1 NIV)

“Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; 
live as Godʼs slaves.”  (1 Peter 2:16 NIV)

I am into transparency.

I am into relationships.

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another 
in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace.”  (Ephesians 4:2-3 NIV)

I am into building up.

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen.”  (Ephesians 4:29 NIV)

I am into the church movement.

“And from the time John the Baptist began preaching until now, the 
Kingdom of Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent people 
are attacking it.  For before John came, all the prophets and the law of 
Moses looked forward to this present time.”  (Matthew 11:12-13 NLT)

I am into dreaming big!

“It is pleasant to see dreams come true, but fools refuse to turn from evil 
to attain them.”  (Proverbs 13:19 NLT)

I am into serving a noble cause.
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