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3 Kinds Of Beat-up

Those who are attacked.

“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls 
around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”  
(1 Peter 5:8 NLT)

Those who are just there.

“Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble.”  
(Job 14:1 KJV)

Those who are dumb/defiant.

“Samson led Israel for twenty years in the days of the Philistines.  One 
day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute. He went in to 
spend the night with her.  The people of Gaza were told, ‘Samson is 
here!’ So they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at 
the city gate. They made no move during the night, saying, ‘At dawn 
we’ll kill him.’  But Samson lay there only until the middle of the night. 
Then he got up and took hold of the doors of the city gate, together with 
the two posts, and tore them loose, bar and all. He lifted them to his 
shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.  
Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek 
whose name was Delilah. . . .” (Judges 15:20-16:1-6 NIV)

Getting Grace Straight

God loves His own.

“Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised— who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?”  (Rom 8:34-35 ESV)

God loves His dumb kids too.

“If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”  (1 Corinthians 3:15 KJV)

God will not disown His own.

“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that 
they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”  (1 John 2)

God’s love is unconditional; His blessings are not.

For God to bless defiance is not loving.

“If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, 
you should pray and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin 
does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death..”  (1 John 5)

All choices have consequences with God.

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows.  Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap 
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life.”  (Galatians 6:7-8 NIV)

The sign of connection is correction.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.”  (John 15:1-2)
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