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The Betrayed
(How to develop a big-picture mind-set)
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“The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the 
open country, while Jacob was content to stay at home among the 

tents.  Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah 
loved Jacob.”  (Genesis 25:27-28 NIV)

Betray Me Not

The betrayal of friendship.

“There are ‘friends’ who destroy each other, but a real friend sticks 
closer than a brother.”  (Proverbs 18:24 NLT)

The betrayal of covenants.

“The whole assembly of the LORD says: ‘How could you break faith 
with the God of Israel like this? How could you turn away from the 
LORD and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him 
now?’”  (Joshua 22:16 NIV)

“You ask, ‘Why?’ It is because the LORD is the witness between you 
and the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she 
is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.”  
(Malachi 2:14 NIV)

The betrayal of confidence.

“A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a 
secret.”  (Proverbs 11:13 NIV)

The Power of Betrayal

“See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter 
root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.  See that no one is 
sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his 
inheritance rights as the oldest son.  Afterward, as you know, when he 
wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought 
the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had 
done.”  (Hebrews 12:15-17 NIV)

It can make you brittle.

It can make you bitter.

It can make you better.

The Betrayed

Need protection.

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you 
also may be tempted.  Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ.”  (Galatians 6:1-2 NIV)

Need perspective.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come close to me.’ When they had 
done so, he said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!   
And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for 
selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of 
you.’”  (Genesis 45:4-5 NIV)

Need purpose.

“Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that 
prevails.”  (Prov 19:21 NIV)
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